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pecific character, which in the form of a string'or nre of indefinitely small but constant thickness in-erposes a minimum of volume between the posi-ions of its extremities,—which can be accomplished nly in one uniquely-determined manner. If sev-ral straight lines pass through a point, we distin-•uish between them physiologically by their direc-ions. But in abstract space obtained by metrical xperiences with physical objects, differences of di-ection do not exist. A straight line passing tirough a point can be completely determined in ab-tract space only by assigning a second physical oint on it. To define a straight line as a line which ; constant in direction, or an angle as a difference etween directions, or parallel straight lines as traight lines having the same direction, is to define iiese concepts physiologically.
THE MEASUREMENT OF THE ANGLE.
Different methods are at our disposal when we ome to characterize or determine geometrically an-les which are visually given. An angle is deter-lined when the distance is assigned between any ivo fixed points lying each on a separate side of ic angle outside the point of intersection. To ren-er the definition uniform, points situated at the ame fixed and invariable distance from the vertex light be chosen. The inconvenience that then equi-mltiples of a given angle placed alongside one anther in the same plane with their vertices coinci-